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Barbara Rush, winner of last year's Spirit of the Show award, stands among some of her paintings.
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Local artlsts show off thelr wares

By Caroline Gray
HNorth Fuiton Nalghbor Staf Viher

oswell resident Barbara Bush has already won an award
at the Alpharetia Arts StreetFest, and the festival is stll
over a week away, Mz, Rush womn the pre-festival Spiritof
the Show award for her participatioh In the event last
vear and a painting from her Tao of Equus Serjes will
grace this years festival T-shir. According 1o festival
, & juror and judge Kathy Ann Kessler, the award winner is
«  Wkchosen from the top 15 or 16 entrants for their promo-
tion of the event the yvear before and for
embodying the community aspects of
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eves because of the geometric shapes.”

Ms. Rush will be selling her paintings as well as original pic-
tograms at her booth at the festival. She said the event is a gresit
opporiunity for artists to meet their clientele and also (o get to know
each other.

Out of nearly 300 entrants. awards will be given out for Best in
Show and two Honorable Mention awards the first moming of the
festival. According to Ms. Kessler. the process to compete in the
juried show is highly competitive,

"All of the artists must submif photos and | know I'm a stickler,”
she said. "If they're making jewelry, 1 want 1o see worked stacked in
the background and soldering irons. Most artists aren’t near and the
art has to match the photo.”

the show. ' 4
“When they called to tell me I'd won, 8. B
I just started crying 1 was so excited,” ™ -
sald Ms. Rush. "1 had no idea there was
such a thing. It really blew me away and
I thought that the T-shirt aspect was
totally cool.”
The annual festival is a jurfed show
that will take over downtown Alpharet-
ta from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. April 19 and 20. A
first-time participant last year. Ms. Rush
said she moved to the area for the strong
arts commumnity. Ariraph.[c designer at her

day job in Duluth, the painter displays her
art at Two Doors Art Studio and Gallery in
historic Roswell.

| really feel
honored to
receive such
a nice award.

. Besides handmade jewelry, Ms.
Kessler said the festival atracts a wide
variety of entrants and types of work
Primitive to high-gloss pottery. photog-
raphy, blown glass and other handicrafis
will be on display.

The art may be the reason for going.

but them are many reasons to stay at the
| festival,

The event will include many art-relat-
| ed activities for children, festival cuisine
and children’s theater performances

courtesy of Kudzu Play L
Dowmitown shops and restaurants

will also be open and attendess may

discover places they never knew
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Her original paintings feature a bold —
palate of horses in geometric patterns, which
Mz. Rush was inspired to coeste only three years
ago by an exhibit at the High Museum of cubist
paintings and drawings. As a lifelong avid equestrian, she decided to
use the technique to paint horses.

"Horses are wonderful for me because of their muscle movement
and how their structure changes as they slow down or speed up and
I wanted to pull that out and deconstruct it,” she said. "An art pur-
chase should be meaningful and people who ride or just love hors-
es connect with my paintings. People also say they're restful on the

-Barbara Rush

existad.

“I own Galerie and the Art of
Dressing at the corner of Main Street
and Milton Avenue and 1 can tell you
merchants love the festival,” said Ms,
Kessler. "1 get hundreds of people coming in and saying, ‘T never
knew (his was here. It's wonderful,™

Alpharetta Arts StrectFest is free and open to the public and will
take place In downtown Alpharetta on Milton Avenue,

Information: visit wwiwalpharetta.ga us, www. barbammsh. com,
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Tax reform and trar
tough session but a fiew
major pleces of legisla-
tion affecing north Ful-
ton made it past the
gauntlet.

House Bill 975 passed
the state Senate unani-
mously March 31 and
will make it illegal fior
Fulton County to back:
date permits for up to 75
billbopards in Johns
Creek, Milton and Sandy
Springs, The bill was
sponsored by District 50
state Rep. and Speaker
Pro Tem Mark Burkhal-
ter, R-Johns Creek, who
said he was worrled as
the session drew to 2
close the bill might not
pass.

“I'm very happy the
billboard bill passed.”
sabd District 48 Rep
Harry Geizsinger, R
Eoswell, a co-sponsor. ™V
iy was doing as far as [w
foolish. And I'm glad we
legislation to prevent sus

The bill now goes to
for his signature. Disc
Moody, R-lohns Creek, £
tion that will allow
whether moneéy from t
tricts, intended for sck
used for redevelopme
statewide referendum w
Movember.

“The people who are
that you're taking m
schools,” said Moody: *
that because if you dids
opment you wouldn' ha
Increases tax revenue fo;
it looks Hke a win-win sc

In February the Geon
ruled TADs could not b
anything but schools an
the Alpharetta City Cer
haold, According to Moo
dum is voted through, it
islature 1o authorize cou
ties or housing authdor
funds for redevelopmem

The House and Sen:
pass tax reform, inclu
pian to eliminate car tag
Moody said he was disap
lature was no able to prc
for Georgians as the cou
likely recession, but it o
the best




